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Kindergarten: Are you sure your child is ready?

Today’s kindergartners need to know more than how to spell their names, their addresses and their phone numbers. If children don’t have emergent reading, writing and spelling skills — not to mention being able to count by two and fives up to 30 — they are not ready.

Don’t let your child fall behind for he or she even begins kindergarten. To help parents prepare their children for regular school, The Family Center’s experts will present their annual “Kindergarten: Get Ready!!” program on Thursday, Nov. 19, at Barnes Early Childhood Center, 20090 Morningside Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods. The presentation begins at 7 p.m. with a Q&A session at 8 p.m. A $5 registration fee will be collected at the door.

Kindergarten teacher Deb Kraft, early childhood teacher and speech pathologist Dorothy Heitjan and teacher’s assistant Linda Whitman, all with the Grosse Pointe Public School System, will be the presenters.

A follow-up program “Preparing for a Successful Transition to Kindergarten” will be held Tuesday, Feb. 2, at Barnes and will be comprised of four 30-minute sessions focused on the following areas:  

• academic skills

• social, emotional, and behavioral readiness

• cognitive and language skills

• fine and gross motor skills

Each session will have an expert, or experts, present on each area, and parents will have the opportunity to attend all four sessions consecutively.  

At the Nov. 19 presentation, parents will be given an overview of what is expected of them and their children and how and when to enroll their children in kindergarten. They will also learn the various school-day options the Grosse Pointe Public School System has to offer.

SAVE the DATE: “Kindergarten: Get Ready!!” program on Thursday, Nov. 19, at Barnes Early Childhood Center, 20090 Morningside Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods. The presentation begins at 7 p.m. with a Q&A session at 8 p.m. A $5 registration fee will be collected at the door.

RSVP by Nov. 16 @ 313.432.3832 or info@familycenterweb.org

The Family Center, a 501(c) 3, non-profit organization, serves as the community’s centralized hub for information, resources and referral for families and professionals.  
To view more Ask The Experts articles, please visit our website www.familycenterweb.org.

Please email your questions to info@familycenterweb.org
To volunteer or contribute, visit familycenterweb.org or call 313.432.3832.
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