For Immediate Release

Contact: Deborah Liedel, executive director
The Family Center of Grosse Pointe & Harper Woods
313.432.3834 or 313.701.5450

Debbie.Liedel@familycenterweb.org

KINDERGARTEN: Get Ready!!

Preparing Preschoolers for New World of Kindergarten 
Kindergarten has changed so dramatically over the past 20 years that many new parents are surprised to learn it now resembles something much closer to their own first grade experience.  Kindergarteners today are learning early reading and writing skills as well as beginning social studies, science and math skills.
To help parents prepare their 3, 4 and 5 year-olds for a smooth entrance into the new realities of kindergarten and reduce unnecessary stress, The Family Center of Grosse Pointe and Harper Wood is hosting their popular annual program “KINDERGARTEN: Get Ready!!” on Thursday, Nov. 20th from 7 to 8:30 pm.  

This program for parents will be led by two experienced early childhood educators from the Grosse Pointe Public Schools, kindergarten teacher Deb Kraft and early childhood teacher and speech pathologist Dorothy Heitjan.

“We’ve gotten very positive feedback from parents who tell us this program answers a lot of their questions and helps them feel much more prepared and relaxed for what’s ahead for their children,” said Kraft. “One of the more popular sections is our discussion and handouts of ‘Top 10 Tips’ which are basically fun things parents can do at home during the important preschool years to maximize their child’s learning potential in kindergarten.”    

Other topics that will be covered include how to tell when your child is ready for kindergarten, what is included in the current kindergarten curriculum, and types of  kindergarten programs available including half-day, all-day and extended-day programs.  Presenters will also review how and when to enroll your child.    

The program will be held on Thursday, Nov. 20th from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Barnes Early Childhood Center, 20090 Morningside Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods.  Barnes is just a few blocks from the intersection of Cook Road and Morningside.  The fee is $5 per family.  Parents can pre-register by Nov. 17th or get additional information by calling The Family Center at (313) 432-3832.  The organization’s website is www.familycenterweb.org. 

